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St. Benedict's Return to In-Person Worship Survey Results, July 2020 
179 responses 

• Question 1:  In-person Worship
“Please select the statement below that best characterizes your sentiments about returning to 
in-person worship”
Summary:  Most respondents are taking a cautious approach to returning to in-person 
worship, with only 9.5% of respondents indicating that they would go back to church right 
away, regardless of precautions.

I would go back to church this Sunday if I could. 9.5% (17 responses) 
I'll return as church reopens and has taken all 
the necessary precautions to minimize health 
risks. 

25.14% (45 responses) 

I'd like to wait and see how things go before 
returning. 

31.84% (57 responses) 

I'm not comfortable going back to church 
anytime soon. 

21.23% (38 responses) 

I'll wait for a COVID-19 vaccine before returning 
to church. 

11.17% (20 responses) 

Sample Comments: 

― I miss in-person worship desperately, but I know it's simply not safe yet. In the meantime, 
I've found online worship to be surprisingly gratifying. Gone is the usual guilt that 
accompanies rolling out of bed and opening the laptop (versus getting up and joining a 
traditional in-person service). It's been a deeply personal and contemplative time. 

― We have two toddlers, so it is unlikely that we would go back to church until we have all 
been vaccinated since they would need to be in the nursery. 

― I miss our traditional weekly gathering to worship together, however, the restrictions that 
would have to be mandated now, do not allow for in person attendance any time soon. 

― I prefer to wait until some of the restrictions can be lifted and church will feel a bit more like 
church 

― I will return to in person service when the hospitalization rate drops to a level suggested by 
health officials. 

― I am concerned that too many things have opened usually with poor results. It is a shame 
that we waited so long that  I feel it is going to be awhile before will feel safe again 

― I do enjoy the online services and meetings 
― I worry about the safety of our elder population. 
― The current spike in positive Covid-19 cases make re-opening at this time ill-advised, in my 

opinion 
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• Question 2:  Online Viewing
“Have you watched St. Benedict's online services, available via YouTube and Facebook?” 
Summary:  Approximately 70% of respondents are watching online services on a regular 
or occasional basis.

Yes, frequently 41.34% (74 responses) 
Sometimes 29.61% (53 responses) 
Not very much 17.32% (31 responses) 
No 11.73% (21 responses) 

Sample Comments: 

― A live service would be better. 
― I very much like the online services. They are well done. 
― Online services have been a wonderful support in providing worship, prayer, music, and 

inspiration, but, of course, in-person contact and worshipping together are invaluable. 
― I think they have been meaningful 
― It has been just as meaningful to me as in-person worship.  Being in the choir virtually has 

been a positive experience. 
― I love the fact that I can watch the service and be an active participant of it, yet I do miss the 

church gatherings. 
― I enjoy seeing my 8 o’clock friends doing the readings and hearing the sermons! 
― The services are very well done and we enjoy them 
― Every Sunday and when I visit my dad in Florida, he can attend too without being here 
― Claiborne has done a beautiful job coordinating these services. I look forward to each 

Sunday Service and am grateful for all involved. 
― I am really enjoying our discussion in Adult Formation Coffee hour and Bible Study. I 

sometime feel a stronger connection with each person because we stay focused on each 
other with a lot of distractions 
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• Question 3:  Online Worship After Services Resume
“How likely would you be to continue attending online services after in-person services resume?” 
Summary:  Approximately 43% of respondents indicated a likelihood to continue watching 
online services, even after in-person worship resumes.  There was no comment field for this 
question.

Not at all likely 16.86% (29 responses) 
Maybe 16.86% (29 responses) 
I might or might not be 23.26% (40 responses) 
Likely 27.33% (47 responses) 
Extremely likely 15.70% (27 responses) 

• Question 4:  COVID-19 Health Protocols
“As you are aware from the church newsletter, there will be significant health protocols in place 
when in-person worship resumes (e.g., use of face masks and hand sanitizer, long with social 
distancing, limited seating and changes to the worship service). Based on this, select the 
statement below that best characterizes your sentiments about these changes.”
Summary:  The majority of respondents, 77%, indicated that changes made to the worship 
service would not necessarily deter them from attending.  Of that 77%, however, 39% wanted 
to know what the changes were before making their decision.

The changes won't affect my desire to return 
to in-person worship. 

37.57% (65 responses) 

I want to know what the changes are before 
making my decision. 

39.31% (68 responses) 

Given the substantial changes, I'll skip in-
person worship. 

22.54% (39 responses) 

Sample Comments: 

― One of the main things I miss about going to St. Benedict's, besides the people, is 
communion. Being that we would not be able to have communion, I am not sure how often 
we would do in person. 

― While I want to return to in-person worship, I do not think it is a necessary risk at this point 
in time. Cases are significantly on the rise in Georgia- new record numbers of cases 
practically daily. Please let’s not add to that. 

― Safety precautions are very important to me 
― We must wear masks for each other's safety and health.  The science is clear on this.  And as 

Christians, Love your neighbor as yourself. 
― Seems like we are trying too hard to reconnect if all of these safety measures must be put 

into place in order to do so.  Although I understand and agree with these necessary safe 
health protocols, I'm content to continue interacting with St. Benedict's virtually for 
now...and wait and see how things evolve through the remainder of the year.When I decide 
to return to in-person worship, I'll be ready to practice any of the new normal requirements. 
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• Question 5:  Outdoor Worship Option
“How likely would you be to return to church if there were an outdoor option?”
Summary:  56% of respondents said outdoor worship would make them more inclined to go 
to church.  There was no comment field for this question.

More likely: Being able to worship outdoors 
would make me more inclined to go to 
church. 

56.32% (98 responses) 

Neither less or more likely: Being able to 
worship outdoors wouldn't affect my decision 
to go to church. 

43.68% (76 responses) 

• Question 6:  Comment Field

“If you have any additional input on our return to the building, please provide it below.”

Sample Comments:

― The health and wellbeing of our parish is tantamount. I miss my church community, but my
relationship with God is strong enough for the absences from St. B's to not be emotionally 
or spiritually painful. 

― I think we have made the best of a bad situation.  The recordings are good but I do miss 
seeing people in person.    Zoom sessions work well but I feel like we are missing a lot of 
people who aren't participating and I worry how we will get them back.   

― I appreciate the measures you are considering. I’m not clear on the total number of people 
allowed in the church at any time. Would there be 2 services? 

― If the number of people who can attend the service is strictly limited, I would suggest 
offering more frequent services on Sunday and during the week. 

― If we return to the building too soon, I think it would be easy to become too comfortable 
and lax with precautions.  I will wait until things calm down. 

― The clergy and parishioners have done an outstanding job and their effort and time have 
been greatly appreciated. We need to preserve a little longer.   

― I am sensitive to the health concerns of others, but for those who are healthy, we need 
corporate church worship now more than ever. I think ST B’s should start with the premise 
of “how do we have in-person worship now” and work from that instead of beginning from 
“is in-person worship possible.” 

― I love the idea of being able to ease back into it with outdoor service. I think a lot of people 
would appreciate baby steps to build up their confidence in feeling comfortable about being 
within a group. 

― Masks and social distancing are the most important requirements for regathering. We 
should be able to bring our own prayer book. 

― Due to age and health plan to continue quarantining until we have a vaccine 
― Be patient 
― I greatly appreciate the outreach to all congregants.  I look forward to others feedback and a 

decision by Church leadership on the issue of re-opening.   In the interim I appreciate the 
efforts of clergy to minister to our flock electronically.   I find it effective and meaningful. 


