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III. Rector’s Annual Report 
By The Rev. Brian Sullivan 
2015 has been an incredible year.  As you know there are two things I have 
been focused on this year, fellowship and outreach.   

 
Fellowship is simply getting to know each other.  As with 
any relationship, there are many different layers.  We begin 
by recognizing each other, then learn names, get to know 
details, spend time together, and final we begin to trust, 
and finally support one another.  My hope is to create 
space for these last two beautiful aspects of relationship – 
trust and support.   
 
Outreach is a natural extension of these last two levels of 
relationship.  If we see ourselves as Jesus’ describes us in 
the sermon on the mount  (Matt. 5:13,14) “You are the light 
of the world…  You are the salt of the earth…”  A natural 
progression from the altar is into the world.  I am hoping 
we will be known for the  work we do in the community. 

 
If you look at the following report, I hope you see that we are well on our 
way to accomplishing these goals.  I also hope you see the ways you have 
contributed to making St. B’s what it is today.  

 

 

I.       CALL TO ORDER/ OPENING PRAYER 
 

II.        LAST YEAR’S MINUTES 
 
III.       RECTOR’S ANNUAL  REPORT 

 
IV.       TREASURER REPORT 
 A. YTD Summary Snapshot  
 B.  Budget Review 
 
V.  DAY SCHOOL REPORT 
 
VI KAREN SAWYER, SEMINARIAN 
 
VII. MINISTRY REPORTS  
 A.  Music 
 B.  Adult Formation 
 C. Youth Ministry 
  

 
 D.   Children’s Ministry 
 E.   Pastoral Care 
 F.   Parish Activities 
 G.   Mission & Outreach 
 H.  Building & Grounds 
 I.    Spanish Speaking Ministry 
 J.    Registrar 
 K.   Stewardship Campaign 
 L.    Sound Ministry 
 M.   Flower Committee  
 N.   Usher Committee 
 O.   Altar Guild 
 
VIII.    DISCUSSION 

 
IX.  ADJOURNMENT/CLOSING PRAYER 
 
X.  SIGN UP FOR MINISTRIES 

ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
September 20, 2015 
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 IV. Treasurer’s Report 
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V. Day School Report 
by Rick Betts, Head of School  
St. Benedict’s Episcopal School continues to make an 
incredible impact on the Vinings/Smyrna/Mableton 
community. This year we opened our doors to 437 students 
in preschool through eighth grade, and this May will hold 
our first Graduation Ceremony sending our eighth graders 
off to High Schools, both independent and public around 
metro Atlanta. St. Benedict’s is clearly meeting an 
educational need in the community and we are grateful to 
our neighbors, St. Benedict's Episcopal Church, and the 
families of our students for their support.  
 
The continued growth and expansion of St. Benedict’s has 
afforded tremendous opportunities for the students and 
the school. Last May we were very pleased and honored to 
receive the school’s first ever SAIS/SACS dual accreditation. 
This accreditation provides independent confirmation of 
what our students’ families have known all along, that the 
education students receive at St. Benedict’s has validity, 
credibility, and integrity. We are pleased to be recognized 
among the other top independent schools in the area who 
hold this nationally-recognized accreditation. 
 
Another milestone for the school was the roll out this fall of 
our first-ever athletic mascot! We are now the St. B’s 
Stingers! Look out for Stinger Pride all over the Smyrna/
Vinings area and as we compete in athletics across the 
state.  
 
The vision for St. Benedict’s Episcopal School is to continue 
to grow and develop into the premier PS-8th grade 
independent school of choice for the residents of Smyrna 
and surrounding communities. We strive to be an 
affordable, inclusive, academically strong Episcopal School, 
offering small class sizes, faith-based instruction creating 
awareness and appreciation for not only the Episcopal, 
Christ-centered faith, but all faith backgrounds. St. B’s is 
committed to student enrollment reflecting the 
demographic diversity of the Smyrna area. Spanish 
instruction is offered for both native and non-native 
speakers as a core curricular subject - a full class period, 
every day. St. B’s is committed to continued development 
of a full PS-8th grade program of athletics, arts, sciences, 
technology integration, and, of course, academic 
preparedness. We are proud of our strong student support 
system, focusing on each child's strengths and identified 
areas of growth, where no student is anonymous. It is our 
vision that St. B’s 8th grade graduates will be afforded 
choices for acceptance into Atlanta's top independent, 
public, and international schools. 
 
We are very grateful to be an outreach of St. Benedict’s 
Episcopal Church and enjoy the ongoing support and 
partnership with you, the parishioners, of St. B’s. Thank 
You!  
 
Every Child. Every Day!     Go Stingers!  

 

VI. Ministry Reports 
A.     MUSIC MINISTRY 
By Lynn Swanson   
Music Director and Organist, Lynn Swanson, begins her fifth 
year of ministry at  St. Benedict’s Episcopal Church. 
The Choir of St. Benedict’s continues to invite new 
members into its fold by offering community singers the 
opportunity to participate in large scale master works 
performances.  We have hosted five performances for 
chorus and orchestra since 2011. They include Handel's 
MESSIAH, Haydn's THE CREATION, Bach's MAGNIFICAT, 
Faure's REQUIEM and John Rutter's REQUIEM as a part of 
an All Saints' service. This year we began the Annual 
Community Messiah Sing Along with orchestra. Because of 
its great success, we will be able to continue offering this to 
our church and the broader north Atlanta area. 
 
Our children’s choirs continue to grow. We now have three 
choirs, the St. Cecelia Choir for Kindergarten - First Grade, 
the Grace Choir for Second - Third Grade, the Trinity Choir 
for Fourth - Eighth Grade singers. In May, we added Katy 
Covington to our staff. She will serve as Assistant Director 
to Children's Choirs directing the younger two choirs. Each 
choir rehearses weekly preparing anthems monthly for 
worship and a concert at the end of April. The children's 
choirs are learning to read music through the use of solfege, 
Kodaly handsigns, percussion instruments, Schulmerich 
handchimes and our three octave Schulmerich handbells. 
The Trinity Choir has been blessed with a new two octave 
set of Schulmerich handchimes. All three children's and 
youth choirs have been an integral part of the The Feast of 
Nine Lessons and Carols, the 4:00 Christmas eve service and 
the spring concert. 
 
The music ministry also added internship program this past 
year. The interns fill the role of Choral Scholar and Student 
Intern. Both interns are part of the Parish Choir and assist 
with children's choirs. The Choral Scholar learns conducting 
techniques, rehearsal management, vocal anatomy and 
appropriate literature for singers in a church choir setting, 
choral training exercises and leadership skills necessary for 
directing an adult ensemble and children's choir. The 
Student Intern is primarily focused on using one's skill for 
the purpose of leading children's choirs. Our Choral Scholar 
for this year was Kate Chastain and Student Intern was 
Niccole Winney and Mark Kagika. Both Ms. Chastain and Ms. 
Winney will continue serving in this capacity. 
 
The Lynn Swanson Festival Singers of The Choral 
Foundation continue to call St. Benedict's their rehearsal 
and concert home. Several of the singers offer their time 
and talents to our parish choir on a routine basis and make 
their membership with the parish. 
 
St. Benedict’s Parish and The William Baker Choral 
Foundation continue their great partnership. The church 
has supplied a rehearsal and performance space for the 
Lynn Swanson Festival Singers and the Cobb Summer 
Singers, two ensembles of the Foundation. The Lynn 
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Theology on Tap continues to meet once a month for 
informed discussion of major theological themes. 
 
D.O.K. has been meeting sporadically as they continue to 
look for new members. 
 
C.       YOUTH  MINISTRY 
By Hayley Tyler 
Episcopal Youth Community (EYC):  EYC 
The Episcopal Youth Community is a fellowship group for 6-
12th graders that meets for service and fun at St. Benedict’s. 

The goal of EYC is to engage 
our youth in a welcoming faith 
community where they are 
invited and allowed to expand 
their beliefs as Christians and 
Episcopalians. We hope to 
encourage them along their 
spiritual journeys and to 

prepare them to live Christ-centered lives. This group will 
meet once a week on Tuesdays for dinner, devotion, and 
fellowship. We also have opportunities for special events 
and activities throughout the year such as, lock-ins, retreats, 
and Diocesan events sponsored by the DYC. 
 
Tuesday Small Group 
During the school year all 
youth in 6th-12th grade 
are invited to join us 
Tuesday evenings from 
6:30-8:00PM for dinner, 
devotion, and fellowship. 
We will gather at Little Azio's, except during Advent and 
Lent when we will meet at St. Benedict's. Our Tuesday small 
group has been successful at welcoming all youth into 
fellowship on a weekly basis. Our attendance consistently 
averaged between 12-19 youth. Youth are asked to bring 3-5 
dollars to contribute to the cost of dinner.  
 
Volunteers: Hayley Tyler, Will Tyler, & David Leflar 
 
Retreats and Diocesan Events:  
 Annual Council Lock-In: St. Benedict’s planned and 
coordinated a diocesan wide lock-in in conjunction with 

Annual Council 
on November 
7th. The lock-in 
was held at St. 
James in 
Marietta. 
Saturday 
morning youth 
traveled on the 
trolley to the 
convention 
center to lead 

worship at Annual Council. Music was lead by our own, Will 
Tyler and 14 youth from St. Benedict’s were present.  
 

Swanson Festival Singers and the Cobb Summer Singers 
have enjoyed presenting concerts in our lovely nave. In 
turn, our church has welcomed the opportunity to greet so 
many newcomers to St. Benedict's through these 
performances which often brings hundreds of people into 
our church for one event. The Choral Foundation is 
privileged to share its resources including music and 
orchestral scores, singers and instrumentalists for use at all 
of our worship services and concerts.  
 
The music ministry continues to be blessed with a small, but 
growing group of benefactors and volunteers that support 
the music ministry's dreams and goals. Because of the 
creation of the Friends of St. Benedict's Music we have 
been able to develop a relationship with many of the guests 
that come to our church to experience the performances of 
the Festival Singers, Summer Singers and Parish Choir. 
Friends of St. Benedict's Music has begun hosting 
receptions following the concerts and also serve as door 
greeters before and after these performances.  Thanks to 
the financial and volunteer support provided by Friends of 
St. Benedict's Music have funded the performance of the 
Faure Requiem, Rutter Requiem and Annual Community 
Messiah Sing Along. Friends of St. Benedict’s Music has also 
provided funding for our new Music Room which is in the 
south wing room 302. The Parish Choir has enjoyed making 
this our rehearsal home and our children have enjoyed 
having a designated space to practice handbells, play 
musical games and sing songs. Because we have increased 
designated space, we have been able to properly store our 
anthems and other instruments and accessories.  
 
It continues to be a joy and privilege to work with the great 
staff and parishioners of St. Benedict’s Episcopal Church. I 
look forward to a long and happy tenure at this parish 
knowing God will continue to bless our church as we 
continue serving the community of Smyrna/Vinings. 
 
B.    ADULT FORMATION 
by Gil Morgan  
The Adult Formation is made up of four general areas: EfM, 
Sunday School, Men’s Group and Daughters of the King. The 
five committee members are Rev. Brian Sullivan, Gail 
Sickling, Jack Sickling, Rev. Bronson Bryant and Gil Morgan. 
 
Our EfM program continues to be a strong group in our 
parish life. This Fall Gail Sickling and Adrienne Wilson are 
leading a group of thirteen participants.  
 
Sunday School continued with a two to three classroom 
discussion forum format.  
 
We began the summer with our study of the Episcopal 
Church.  This class doubled as a newcomers class. The Fall of 
2015 we have started three classes: Bible Study, Jesus in the 
News, and a Parent’s Class.  
 
Book Club began this year and meets once a month under 
the leadership of Adrienne Wilson and Kathryn Folk. 
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Happening: St. Benedict’s youth and adults continue to be 
involved in Atlanta Happening by serving on staff for the 
weekend retreat as well as on the steering committee.  
Happening is a Christian experience presented by teenagers 
for teenagers with the help of clergy and lay adult 
leadership. The Steering Committee is the body of youth 
and adults that helps give input to the Lay Director and 
Spiritual Director for any Happening decisions, and they 
help steer Happening to fulfilling its purpose, which is to 
present Christ to teens. 
 
Hunger Walk: March 15th, youth and adults from St. 
Benedict’s participated in the Hunger Walk to benefit the 
Atlanta Community Food Bank. We gathered with the 
diocese at the Emmaus House for worship and lunch and 
then walked to Turner Field for the Hunger Walk. Our goal is 
to encourage more of the parish to participate in this event 
for 2016! 
 
Tubing Trip to Helen, 
GA: On June 3rd, St. 
Benedict’s joined 
youth from the 
diocese to take a 
day trip to Helen, GA 
to go tubing. There 
were over 100 youth 
and adult volunteers 
in attendance. Two 
years ago we took 
one youth on this trip, this year we had 25!! 
 
Summer Camp: 
JYP Youth Week: Kanuga, Hendersonville, NC 
One of Kanuga's oldest traditions, Youth Week brings 

together youth and adults 
who work with youth from 
around the country for a 
week of fun, friendship and 
prayer. Through small group 
activities, full conference 
gatherings, music, prayer 
and play, youth are 
encouraged to explore their 

thoughts and beliefs in a welcoming Christian 
community. This summer 14 youth from St. Benedict’s 
attended JYP at Kanuga. Hayley and Will Tyler were also 
there serving on staff for the week. 
 
Camp Mikell: Tocccoa, GA 
Camp Mikell has been in operation since 1941. During these 
years, Camp Mikell has provided a loving and caring summer 
program for thousands of campers. Many call Camp Mikell 
their second home, the place where Mikell Magic occurs, 
where lives are changed, where they are accepted for who 
they are, where they discovered God in new and exciting 
ways, where lifelong friends are made (many have 
discovered their future spouses here), a place that is unlike 

any other place on earth. St. Benedict’s had 5 youth attend 
camp sessions at Camp Mikell.  
 
Youth Formation: 
6th - 8th Grade 
Youth in 6th-8th grade meet in the youth corner during the 
formation hour for Rite 13. Rite 13 celebrates the creativity 
and individuality of young teenagers by exploring four key 
areas of discovery - society, self, sexuality and spirituality. At 
the end of the two-year curriculum youth will take part in a 
Rite of Passage Liturgy. Regular attendance for this class is 
encouraged; our average attendance for this class is 
between 4-6 youth each Sunday. Rite 13 is the beginning of 
the J2A Program (Journey to Adulthood).  Our class this 
year should grow with the addition of the new 6th grade 
class.  
 
Volunteers: Kathryn & Lance Folk, David Leflar, Hayley & Will 
Tyler (Karen Sawyer will be helping lead for the 2015-2016 
school year) 
 
9th-12th 
Rite 13 is geared toward 6th-8th grade, but all youth 6th-
12th are welcome to attend. As this program continues to 
grow classes will be split based on grade levels. 9th-12th 
grade youth are also invited to join the formation class 
offered in the parish hall.   
 
Confirmation 
Confirmation classes for all 8th-12th grade youth that wish 
to be confirmed will be offered in the fall of 2016 in 
conjunction with Sunday morning formation. 
 
Outreach: 
Emmaus House Thanksgiving  
Food Drive 
Each year the Emmaus House 
sponsors at Thanksgiving at home 
program for their neighbors in 
Peoples town. Our youth collect 
and delivered 50 bags of 
Thanksgiving side items to the 
Emmaus House after church on 
November 16th.  
 
Volunteers and Youth Advisors:  
As this ministry continues to grow we will need more 
volunteers to serve as youth advisors for EYC and Sunday 
morning formation teachers. We are very thankful for our 
current Youth Advisors and our new Rite 13 teachers.  
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D.         CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

By Courtney Vaughn  
 Knowing that children already have a relationship with God, 
we seek to provide the space where they can explore and 
grow in that relationship.   
 
 Ministry Highlights 

 Nursery attendance continues to grow; we are looking 
to expand to a second room.   

 The Preschool—2nd grade 
Sunday school curriculum 
“Super Sunday!” is being 
written in-house this year 
with the help of a team of 
volunteers.   

 We are starting a new 
Sunday morning class for 
3rd—5th graders this year, 
“Rite in the Middle”. 

 PreYC, a fellowship group for 3rd—5th graders, will 
meet monthly during the school year. 

 The Godly Play storytelling library continues to grow in 
Children's Chapel. 

 Service Projects Completed in Sunday school this Past 
Year: 

 Blessings in a Bag  

 Activity Bags for CHOA 

 Cards for the sick and homebound 

 Making communion bread for the 5:30 service 

 Parents’ Night Out attendance averages 25+ children a 
month.  Jenn Sharrow continues to do an amazing job 
coordinating this program! 

 
Spirit Week 2015 

 125 children, 32 adult volunteers, 26 
youth volunteers 

 This year we created our own program 
from the ground up! 

 Outreach project:  The children made 
sandwiches and packed lunches for 400+ 
children in the MUST Summer Lunch 
Program! 

 

Special Programs  

 Blessing of the Backpacks 

 Breakfast with St. 
Nicholas 

 Advent Wreath Making & 
Spaghetti Dinner 

 Holy Eucharist 
Exploration Class 

 Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Supper 

 Easter Egg Hunt 

 Sundae Sunday 

 Dress Like A Hero Sunday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E.    PASTORAL CARE 
By Karen Sawyer 
The clergy, lay staff, and volunteers work together at St. 
Benedict’s to provide Pastoral Care Ministries that 
encourage and support experiences of the fullness of God’s 

love through prayer and acts of 
loving kindness. The reasons for 
needing Pastoral Care can be many 
and varied, but whatever your reason 
and whether the need is acute or an 
ongoing burden, we hope you will 
contact us.  We will work with you to 
find meaningful ways in which we can 
support you, be that to pray with you, 
visit you, or listen to you, whether 

you are in hospital or at home, or prefer to come in to the 
office. 
 
We invite you to contact Rev. Brian Sullivan at 678-279-4301 
or at brian@mysaintb.org. In the case of a pastoral 
emergency, please call the church office (678-279-4300). If it 
is after hours, the message on the office machine will direct 
you to the clergy on call. 
 
F.     PARISH ACTIVITIES 
By Davis Loftin 
Our Parish is always bustling with activities and there are 
many opportunities for our members (new and not-so-new) 
to get involved: 
 

 St. Frances Day – pet blessing 

 Parish Stay-Retreat was a huge success 

 Parish Work Days 

 Concert Series– Receptions 

 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

 Ugly Pants Golf Tournament for Mission & Outreach 

 MUST Sandwich making for Mission and Outreach 

 Rally Day 2015-2016 

 BBQ on St. Benedict’s Day 

“Love one 

another  

as I have  

loved you.”  
Jesus of Nazareth 

mailto:brian@mysaintb.org?subject=Pastoral%20Care
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 Parent’s Night Out 

 Trunk or Treat 

 Lemonade and/or donuts after church 

 Hispanic Mission Fall Festival 

 Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 
Coming in January 2016, we have the Parish Retreat to 
Kanuga and we have re-started the Newcomers Receptions 
with our second one scheduled for October 11.   
Please feel free to say hello after church or send me an 
email at dkloftin@gmail.com if there are any activities you 
would like to see added or if you would like to volunteer to 
help out. 
 
G.      MISSION & OUTREACH 
Pennies For Paws 
By Sandy Meier 
Pennies for Paws is an outreach program that both the 
church and school do together,  to raise funds for cats and 
dogs; all proceeds collected in the month of September are 
donated to a local non kill shelter. The outreach consists of 
collecting change throughout the month of September and 
ending with the Blessing of the Animals on St. Francies 
Day.  Last year was the first year for this outreach and we 
raised a combined total of $1277.62.  We hope to collect 
double that this year. For more information you can contact 
Sandy Meier at lynn_meier@hotmail.com.  
 
MUST Ministries 
By Carol Kirshner 
The change in leadership at MUST Ministries a few years 
ago has led to decreased access to direct service group 
volunteer opportunities.  That said, we continue to be 
involved in the Toy Shoppe staffing in December.  In 2014, 
we had 12 people volunteer to help low-income families 
'shop' for Christmas gifts at the MUST Toy Shop.  Ginny 
Parrino will be coordinating this again for December 2015.  If 
we have enough people volunteer, we could possibly staff 
the Toy Shop for two nights in December. 
 
We held two drives this year.  The Fill Big-Bird drive netted 
200+ pounds of food for  MUST Smyrna.  The Stuff-A-Sock 
drive generated 250 pairs of socks with small gifts in them 
to be distributed at the MUST Toy Shop.   
 
Lastly, the kids at Spirit Week made lunches for the MUST 
Summer Lunch Program. 
 
In the coming year, we would like to see more people step 
forward and coordinate donation drives for MUST Smyrna.   
 
Path to Shine® 
By Lesley-Ann Drake 
Path To Shine started in 2010 with an idea: helping children 
who live in poverty with tutoring and mentoring. One 
program got started, and then another, and now there are 
9 in total.  
 

Other Locations: Beginning September 2015 there will be 9 
Path To Shine® programs, serving about 120 children, 
involving volunteers from 16 different churches and 6 
denominations. Programs are located in: Canton, Columbus, 
Macon, Marietta, Morrow, Norcross, Northlake, Roswell 
and Smyrna.  We have 2 more locations that we expect to 
start this fall, and 2 more we hope to start in the new year. 
 
We have enhanced our training, and built a third year of 
curriculum, thanks to our Educational Consultant, Edith 
Woodling. We will be visiting each location during the year 
to provide support and ensure quality standards.  
 
Last year we financially supported a Path To Shine® 
“graduate” at an independent school through our Fund the 
Gap program. It was a tremendous success, and is 
continuing this year. The Board has committed $20,000 of 
operating funds to Fund the Gap, and we have applied for 
grant funding to grow this endowment in order to support 
2 students annually from any Path To Shine® location. 
 
Path To Shine—St. Benedict’s program 
By Sandy Meier and Jim Ell 
Path To Shine® is a mentoring program, which is growing 
rapidly with in the diocese (see separate report).  St. 
Benedict's currently supports two separate programs, one 
on Sundays at St. Benedict's and the other on Mondays at 
Mt. Olive Church.  St. Benedicto's program served eleven 
children last year and had ten volunteers!  The Marietta 
Program served 19 children with 13 mentors during the 
school year and sponsored a three week summer program 
serving 20 children with a number of mentors! Sandy Meier 
(lynn_meier@hotmail.com) is the Program Director for the 
St. Benedicto’s Program and Jim Ell (jell7@hotmail.com )
and Ellen Mauzy (emauzy@att.net) are the Program 
Directors for the Marietta Program. 
  
Path To Shine® also organizes the Back Pack Project in the 
summer.  This year St. Benedicts sent 32 children back to 
school with back packs filled with the supplies they needed 
to start the year off right! For more information contact 
Sandy Meier at lynn_meier@hotmail.com 
 
The Angel Tree  
The Angel Tree is also a project of Path to Shine.  Last 
holiday season St. Benedicts helped 20 families in the 
Smyrna area by giving them gifts, coats, shoes and gift 
cards to ease their financial worries at Christmas time.  51 
Children were given a new outfit, a new coat and a toy; 
parents received a new sweater and each family received 
$100 grocery gift card.  The Mothers of the families are 
invited to a Christmas luncheon where volunteers from the 
church also gather for fellowship and Christmas joy.  For 
more information contact Sandy Meier 
at lynn_meier@hotmail.com . 
 

mailto:lynn_meier@hotmail.com
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Holy Comforter Ministry  
By Betty Kidd 
December 3, 2014. Christmas Dinner 
      Appox. 80 souls served. 
      Out of budget expense: $187.40 
March 4, 2015 
       Appox, 80 souls served. 
       Out of  budget expense: $170.00 
July 1, 2015.  4th of July Dinner 
         Appox. 75 souls served. 
          No out of budget expense. 
All of the personal needed to serve at these dinners are 
volunteers from St. B’s parishioners. 
Ninety percent of food served is donated by St. B’s 
parishioners. 
 
H.      SPANISH SPEAKING MINISTRY 
Hispanic Mission  
By Fr. Ramon 
In this last year we have worked on the following aspects:  
 
1. Evangelism: We focus on the teaching of Holy Scripture, 
through preaching, pre baptismal classes, counseling for 
confirmation, Advent and Lent retreats, Sunday school for 
children preparation for First Communion. 
 
2. Worship: Every Sunday we have our worship service 
where an average of 120 people (adults, youth and children) 
We also have a special service on the last Friday of each 
month, which has had an average of 50 people have this 
special service lasting two hours with praise, prayer for the 
sick, anointing, reading and comments of the word of God, 
testimonies of some people and communion. 
 
3. Leadership: One of our priority is the formation of lay 
leaders who can help in the mission. At the moment we 
have six brothers and sisters of our community who are 
participating in a theology course in the Diocese Atlanta. 
This course is given for two years one Saturday a month in 
the St.Philip’s Cathedral. One of our members of our 
Hispanic mission has been nominated as candidate for the 
purpose of becoming a Priest. Earlier this month she began 
her theological studies. She has also been a big help 
choosing Jose Betances as a member of the Vestry. 
 
4- Sacraments: 26 children between 7 and 15 years have 
received their first communion, also a group from the 
community was confirmed and several children received 
Holy Baptism. 
 
5. Pastoral Care: Spiritual guidance and counseling for many 
who go through difficult situations especially many brothers 
and sisters going through immigration process, visiting the 
sick in homes and hospitals, visits to prisons, Giving rides to 
people who can’t drive. We also invite institutions who 
work with families for guidance in various issues, especially 
domestic violence and immigration cases. 
 

6. Integration: we are making efforts so that there is greater 
integration between community members from different 
Latin American countries and also seek integration with the 
Anglo community. This year was very interesting especially 
in the retreats, work and the dinner last April 18 where 
there was a good participation of both communities. 
 
I.      BULDING & GROUNDS 
By Nick Loadholtes 
The building and grounds committee continues to work on 
keeping our beautiful church and school looking the best it 
can both inside and out. 
 
This year we've had several major hi-visibility projects 
including repaving the parking lot, removing some dead 
trees, and working on the Church as part of a parish retreat! 
Thank you to everyone who helped out with the work day, 
we have a large building and lots of little things that crop 
up. It was great to spend time with everyone while making 
everything shine and sparkle.  
 
We've also tackled some less glamorous tasks such as 
plumbing, painting, and making sure that we are up-to-
standards with the Fire Marshall. In the coming year we've 
got some ideas we would like to tackle, and we would love 
to have you come and join us! 
 
If you have any skills (such as carpentry, landscaping, 
plumbing, electrical) or even just the desire to learn new 
skills we would love to have you on our crew. Our events 
are always fun opportunities to learn new things and just 
hang out with a great group of fellow parishioners. Also, if 
you have any ideas or things you would like to see happen 
here at St B's, we are always happy to hear what you have 
to say. 
 
J.      REGISTRAR 

 

The chart on this page reflects changes in the number of 
members and active others during the twelve months ended 
on September 1, 2015. 
 



 

11 

Highlights 

 Total active members and active others:  1320 

 Average number of new members joining the parish 
each month:  16 

 A member is someone who is baptized and has 
formalized membership at St. Benedict’s.  

 An active other is someone who has not formalized 
their membership but is involved in the life of the 
parish. 

 
St. Benedict’s Dashboard  
This year we launched the St. Benedict’s Dashboard.  This 
new digital communications dashboard gives you new way 
to access your St. B’s information via the internet browser 
called “My St. Benedict’s Dashboard” for members.  
 
With this dashboard, you are able to: 

 Log in from anywhere, internet access 

 Update your personal contact information 

 Update your personal photo 

 View current directory 

 View the church calendar 

 View your contribution 

 View and print your financial statement 

 Sign-up to get involved in a “small group/ministry” 

 Select target interest group for Constant Contact list 
 
 If you are a Small Group/Ministry lay leader, you are able to 
also: 

 Receive email notifications of members that are 
interested in your small group 

 Create and manage your small group roster 

 Send emails to your full roster 
 
Church Life App 
We also launched the Church Life App that integrates with 
our My St. Benedict’s Dashboard.  It’s literally an up to date 
church directory and calendar in your pocket.  
 
K.     STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

By Kate Wiley 
"Building Our Future" is the goal of this 
year's stewardship campaign, which is 
set to kick off the end of September. As 

we enter into a new phase of stability and growth, St. B's 
looks to expand our reach in the community while offering 
more to our parish. A survey was sent out in August and 
based on those results, we have made our dream budget. 
To help us reach those goals, we have a stewardship chair 
who is committed to serving 3 years in this ministry and we 
are also looking for people to help form a committee. The 
goal of the committee is to provide structure to our 
stewardship mission and carry out the goals of our parish. 
 

L.      SOUND 
Team Lead: Randy Shuford 
Team Members: Mike Kirshner,  
Lance Folk, Barkley Russell, Bill Monk 
 
The St. Benedict’s Sound Ministry provides sound 
engineering and support for worship and fellowship events.  
This ministry started on the very first St. Benedict’s service 
at the Campbell Gym and continues today.   Sound 
engineering is provided for Sunday Services at 10:30.   The 
1:30 Hispanic service has a separate sound team.   
 
We purchased a new digital microphone for Brian in order 
to eliminate the occasional reception interference we 
experienced from his analog microphone.    
 
The podium microphone required a repair to the wiring, due 
to corrosion from humidity.  
 
We purchased a portable digital recorder to facilitate 
recording of sermons and podcasts.  This device records the 
sermons that are posted on the St. Benedict’s website.   
 
The 2015 team (Randy Shuford, Mike Kirshner, and Lance 
Folk) welcomed new team member Barkley Russell.  This 
team rotates sound engineering duties by week.  Bill Monk 
is on the team as backup and special event sound engineer.    
In addition to weekly worship services, the sound team 
provided sound for several weddings in 2015. 
 
M. FLOWER GUILD 
By Helena Harris 
The Flower Guild at St. Benedict’s is made up of flower 
loving individuals who use their talents to beautify the 
Nave. The Nave is also decorated for Lent, Christmas and 
other appropriate holidays. Throughout the year the guild 
also decorates the Nave for weddings, renewal of vows, 

funerals and la quinceañera’s.  As our church grows, the 
flower guild continues to look for new members to join its 
ranks. The Flower Guild of St. Benedict’s thanks its 
parishioners for their support, without it, we could not do 
what we do.  
 
N. USHER COMMITTEE 
By Mitch Strickland 
Our committee currently has 23 volunteer members divided 
into five teams of 3 to 9 ushers, each with a designated 
team captain. 
 
Currently, our smallest team covers the 8:30 am service 
each week with one usher on a three-person rotation. 
Additionally, all other teams serve one Sunday per month, 
and for those months with a fifth Sunday, the team captains 
form a sixth team to cover those services. 
 
In the last year, we’ve added 4 new ushers. And, we’ve had 
a few “tweens” and young “teens” that help out 
periodically that show great promise!  New ushers are 
always welcome! 
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Vestry—Class of 2016 
Nick Loadholtes, Jr. Warden, Building & Grounds 

(nloadholtes@gmail.com)  
Robin Cahill-Roberts, Finance (rlr1217@aol.com) 

Ron Wilson, Mission & Outreach,  
Liaison for Music (ron.golf@att.net ) 

Gil Morgan, Adult Formation (gil@propellerinvestments.com ) 

Vestry—Class of 2017 
Jose Betances, Spanish Ministry (josebetances19@gmail.com) 

Kate Wiley, Stewardship (katewiley26@aol.com) 
Alex Massie, Liaison for Children  & Youth  (alexjmassie@yahoo.com) 

Davis Loftin, Parish Activities  (dkloftin@gmail.com) 

Vestry—Class of 2015 
Tom O’Connor, Sr Warden, Building and Grounds  

(TEOConno@gapac.com) 
Saralee Parker (texslt67@gmail.com) 

Kathryn Folk, clerk (katpierce@bellsouth.net) 
Peggy Kessler, Worship (pgkessler1@gmail.com) 

Church Staff 
Betsy Shuford, Parish  Admin (betsy@mysaintb.org)  

Courtney Vaughn, Dir. of Children’s Ministries and Registrar
(courtney@mysaintb.org) 

Hayley Tyler, Youth Director (hayley@mysaintb.org) 
Carol Kirshner, Church Web Administrator (carol@mysaintb.org) 

Brook Garrett, Bookkeeper (brook@mysaintb.org) 
Lynn Swanson, Music Director (lynn@mysaintb.org) 

Katy Covington, Assistant Director of Children’s Choirs 
Niccole Winney, Student Intern 
Kate Chastain, Choral Scholar 

Rachel Oliver, Children’s Choir Accompanist  
Karen Sawyer, Seminarian 

Path To Shine 
Deacon Lesley-Ann Drake, Dir. of Path To Shine 

(lesleyann@mysaintb.org) 
Sandy Meier, St. Benedict’s Sunday Program Coordinator  

(lynn_meier@hotmail.com) 
Jim Ell & Ellen Mauzy, St. Benedict’s Monday Program Coordinator  

(jell7@hotmail.com &emauzy@att.net ) 

Treasurer 
David Oliver, Treasurer (docu91@yahoo.com) 

Church Clergy 
The Rev. Brian Sullivan, Rector (brian@mysaintb.org) 

The Rev. Ramon Betances, Vicar of the Hispanic Ministry  
(ramon@mysaintb.org) 

The Rev. Bronson Bryant, Priest Associate (Retired) 
(bronsonb@bellsouth.net) 

School 
Rick Betts, Head of School and Principal (r.betts@stbs.org) 

Anne Shamanski, Assistant Head of School (a.shamanski@stbs.org) 
The Rev. Wendy Porter Cade, Chaplain (w.cade@stbs.org) 

Kevin Waycaster, Business Manager (k.waycaster@stbs.org) 
Phyllis Ortega, Receptionist (p.ortega@stbs.org) 

 

In fact, we are actively recruiting for an additional volunteer 
members so we can expand the number of teams we have 
and to fill out existing teams. It is helpful that we have more 
than the requisite 4 people on each 10:30 service team so 
that we are not forced to look for substitutes unless more 
than 1 person is unavailable on a given Sunday. 
 
As the overall congregational attendance grows, the ushers 
will need to focus more of their time and attention prior to 
each service on helping out with parking; assisting our 
growing population of parishioners with disabilities or other 
difficulties/challenges; and with seating inside the Nave. The 
usher team is also taking a pro-active role in “spot-cleaning” 
the nave before and after each service, including  
re-stocking pencils and “pamphlets.”  
 
O.     ALTAR GUILD  
By Saralee Parker 
Altar Guild has been busy this 
year. With many weddings 
and baptisms. We have been 
fortunate to have some new 
helping hands that include: 
Kristen Watson, Mary Cahill-
Roberts, Betty Reichenberg, 
Vera McCabe, and Mary 
Gregory. As we continue to 
grow as a parish we are 
always looking for new 
members.    
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